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SUBJECT: ABDUCTION OF US ARMY OFFICER IN BEIRUT 

1. THE FOLLOWING IS THE SITUATION AS OF 1900 HOURS EDT, 

JULY 10, 1975 AS REGARDS THE ABDUCTION OF COLONEL MORGAN. 

2. THE CHAIRMAN OF THIS WASHINGTON TASK FORCE TALKED WITH 
AMBASSADOR GODLEY AT 1300 EDT JULY 10. GODLEY SAID THAT 
THE SITUATION WAS GETTING VERY COMPLEX. DISSENSION WAS 
MOUNTING BETWEEN THE RIGHT AND LEFT AMONG THE PALESTINIANS 
AND THERE HAD JUST BEEN A SHOOTING WHEN SEARCH ELEMENTS HAD 
COME CLOSE TO A PLACE SUSPECTED OF BEING MORGAN S PLACE OF 
INCARCERATION. 

3. EMBASSY BEIRUT HAS CABLED ITS ANALYSIS OF THE DEVELOPING 
SITUATION, COMMENTING THAT ARAFAT AND THE PLO "MODERATES" 
HAVE STARTED ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH THE PALESTINIAN 
"REJECTIONISTS." THIS PROCESS BEGAN WHEN ARAFAT AND HIS 
ASSOCIATES ACCEPTED THE TASK OF SECURING MORGAN'S RELEASE, 
ENGAGING THEIR PRESTIGE AND THEIR CLAIM TO REPRESENT THE 
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RETRIBUTION TO THE POPULAR STRUGGLE FRONT (PSF) AND JIBRIL'S 
PFLP/GC, IN HOPES THAT THIS WOULD TIGHTEN THE SCREWS ON THE 
ABDUCTOR; ENOUGH TO MAKE THEM GIVE UP COL. MORGAN. A 

SUBSEQUENT "REJECTIONIST" COMMUNIQUE DOES NOT DIRECTLY 
REFUTE THE PLO COMMUNIQUE, BUT IT INVIEGHS AGAINST 
"RIGHTIST" AND "REACTIONARY" ELEMENTS AND ATTACKS THE 
"CLASS NATURE" OF THE PLO COMMAND IN LANGUAGE 
REMINISCENT OF THE LATEST MESSAGE ISSUED BY MORGAN'S 
ABDUCTORS. 

4. THE EMBASSY OBSERVED THAT ARAFAT HAS PRIVATELY INDICATED 
THAT HE WOULD MOVE AGAINST THE "REJECTIONISTS" AT SOME 
POINT. AND MANY OBSERVERS NOW EXPECT PLO ELEMENTS TO MOVE 
MILITARILY AGAINST SOME "REJECTIONIST" INSTALLATIONS 
INSIDE REFUGEE CAMPS IN AN EFFORT TO FIND MORGAN. THIS 
WOULD CREATE SERIOUS RISK FOR THE STILL-FRAGILE STATE 
OF PUBLIC SECURITY IN BEIRUT, AND, WHILE PLO PRESSURE 
ON MORGAN'S KIDNAPPERS MAY BE HELPFUL, IT COULD PUSH 
THOSE HOLDING HIM TO EXTREME ACTION ESPECIALLY IF SUCH 
EFFORTS COME CLOSE TO HIS PLACE OF DETENTION. INGERSOLL 
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